Knight Family Farm Newsletter* – July 10, 2017
Beef on the way…
If everything goes well, we anticipate having all of our beef in stock by next Wednesday.
Honestly, I’m always a little nervous at this stage with a new butcher, as each one does
things SO differently.

Praying Mantis Babies
This week we have the rest of the story on our Praying Mantis egg sack (ootheca). Our
February 20 newsletter showed a Praying Mantis laying her eggs. In case you missed
it, it is at http://www.knightfamilyfarm.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Newsletter_220-17.130150641.pdf
So we waited and watched the egg sack by the barn door…and watched… and
watched. Nothing happened. In the meantime, near the end of April, I came in the
house and Hannah greeted me with an excited “Daddy, you have to see what is all over
your desk!” I was almost afraid to ask….
Sure enough…about a hundred teeny, tiny Praying Mantis babies! I had forgotten all
about the little twig with an egg sack that I found on a little bush last winter. I set it on a
stack of papers and it became a desk fixture, totally out of my thoughts and in reality I
never even noticed it. (I’m sure that never happens to any of you!?)
Looking at the picture will paint a better picture than my words. These cute little things
were literally all over my desk and papers. If you zoom in on the sack, you can see the
little holes where they drilled out.
I carefully grabbed the blob of papers and set it on my bed and suddenly the whole bed
was filled with them. You can imagine how fun it was for my daughters! They were only
about ¼ inch long but something about them was really cute. The adults seem to have
personality, and the babies do too.
We eventually got them all and took them outside. We thought. Over the next 5 days I
found them in the strangest places – even on my bathroom sink by my toothbrush.
Oh, apparently the Mantis’ at the barn got out through a hole on the back side and we
missed it when they came out.

Food for thought…

So think for a moment…how did a little creature like this learn to drill a hole in the
complete darkness when it was finally mature enough to survive? What did it use to drill
it? How did it know it even had that on its body, and how to use it? How did it manage
to stay in one place long enough, with a hundred others all squirming around? Or better
yet, how was the entire process even possible? How does one go about the process of
designing such an amazing, complex cycle of life for a Praying Mantis? Or how could it
somehow just happen - even over billions of years? In general, things left to
themselves usually don’t “construct” themselves and take order. Usually it’s just the
opposite. For example, trees that fall in the woods decompose and eventually are
turned back into soil. The pile of rocks that we pulled out of the ground when we
installed our farm watering system is not very likely to turn into a tower or some other
structure all on its own.
It’s just one neat little insect out of hundreds of thousands. I’m very impressed, but not
so much with the Praying Mantis itself.
Enjoy the pictures! There were so many cute ones that it was hard to only send a few.
Wildflowers
We have wildflower bouquets available again this week if you are interested. This may
be the last week for these particular flowers.

Delivering to Lexington Wednesday
Please send us any orders by Tuesday night, or very early Wednesday at the latest –
8:00 am to make sure we can get it that day. We will be at Gluten Free Miracles
Wednesday from 2:30 – 3:30 and Mill Pond Chiropractic from 4:00 – 6:00. Delivery to
Hamburg is available if you let us know ahead of time. Call if you have any questions..
Let us know if you are interested in delivery to your home, work place or another
location.
For the family,
Adrian
www.KnightFamilyFarm.com

Knight Family Farm
Pasture-raised non-GMO jumbo eggs . $4.00 / dz
HUGE Goose eggs $1.50 each or $7.00 / half- dz
__________________________________________________________________

Ground Beef .......................................... $6.00 / lb
Rib Eye Steak ....................... $10.50

***

($14.00 / lb)

Minute Steak ......................................... $7.50 / lb
Stew Meat ............................................. $7.50 / lb
Fajita Strips ........................................... $8.50 / lb

Beef Heart ............................................. $3.50 / lb
Bones for broth ...................................... $2.50 / lb
Beef Suet............................................... $3.00 / lb
Gift Certificate ...................................Any amount
*

Price per steak based on average 1/3 pound steak weight
Price per steak based on average 6 ounce steak weight
***
Price per steak based on average ¾ pound steak weight
**

*

Send an email to info@knightfamilyfarm.com if you would like to receive these newsletters each week.

